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quibble when I say it is his name that is celebrated, and not himself.L
It was one of the consequences of Mr. Newman beginning his Oxford career so early that he had lib idea of husbanding his strength. He made his eyesight the test. So long as his eyes did not pain him he worked on, or, as he called it, fagged, till he could do no more. The following letter to his Mother, written early in his Oxford days, tells of a complete break-clown, clearly the consequence of overtaxing his strength :
October 28, 1817.
. . . Last Sunday, while in St. Mary's, a dizziness came over my eyes : I could see nothing, and to my surprise I found my head was on the shoulder of the gownsman who sat next to me. He took me out and brought me to my rooms, for my mind was alive and I could show him the way, so that while he was stumbling up the stairs, I, by recollection, did not miss a step. He brought me some water, and he bade me good morning, and neither his face, his name, nor his rank in the University (except that he must either be a bachelor or an undergraduate) have I an idea of. While I was sitting reading about eight in the evening I dropped asleep for an. hour, and woke quite myself.
In fact, Mr. Newman never had robust health. The letters from home, even at this early period, show a constant solicitude on the score of overwork and its consequences. His constitution showed singular powers of continuous application all through his life, and even when this was pushed too far there was a recuperative energy in reserve which saved him from the ordinary consequences of an overtaxed brain; but there was not even in early clays the sense or aspect of exuberant health. In his busiest years toothache was a constant suffering and hindrance, and seems to have been something abnormal. His youth, indeed, was chequered by cares ; his Mother's tone shows him the sharer of all family anxieties, and him, indeed, solicitous to share them. Her early letters show an unbounded confidence in his c well-regulated mind/ equal to all trials, whether prosperous or adverse. And how
1 See this thought carried out in the sermon on the ' Vanity of, Human Glory'—Parochial Sermons, vol. viii.cademical buildings..<'«   .
